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CCsunday 
June 11, 2017 

Galatians: The Freedom of Rescue, By Works – And By Works Alone! 
Galatians 5:7-12 

THIS IS WHAT THE SOVERIEGN LORD SAYS 
 
THE INTRODUCTION: 
1 Kings 18:17-40 When Ahab saw Elijah, Ahab said to him, "Is it you, you troubler of 
Israel?" (18) And Elijah answered, "I have not troubled Israel, but you have, 
and your father's house, because you have abandoned the commandments of the 
LORD and followed the Baals. (They duke it out and time tells who is the real TII!) 
 
To tell the truth. Remember the game show? Will the real Troubler of Israel please stand up? 
(I’m dating myself)  
Remember Sesame St “One of these things is not like the other”? Today’s 24 hour News:Real 
news, fake news. Who really knows? Who’s telling the truth? Politics and partisanship abound. 
Lines are blurred. Gender roles are confused. There are competing World Religions’ bottom line. 
What is the bottom line in Christianity? Styles of Christianity in denominational & network 
fashion differ like car makes & models, or sneaker types. (The most expensive sneaker: 2017, Q1 
– Adidas Yeezy Boost 350V2 Black/Red for $563…that’s chump change compared to the Air 
Jordan XXX1 2017 Gold All Star at $3605…which is nothing to the off the charts 2016 version 
of the Nike MAG coming in at a whopping $30,568! ) Differences abound in a current world 
milieu that trumpets the golden child of similarity, all the while minimizing the humongous 
differences that make one thing actually stand head & shoulders above the rest! 
 
But for our subject at hand this morning…There are massive differences, that make a massive 
difference in life and here in Galatians, we find THE MOST MASSIVE DIFFERENCE that 
impacts a human being…not only for time, but also for eternity! 
It is the massive difference of thought about how one becomes a Christian, how one remains a 
Christian, how one finishes as a Christian and makes it to God in heaven (ie, eternal life). 
 
Let’s hear God’s word together…about the pulse of Galatians  
 
Galatians 5:7-12 You were running a good race. Who cut in on you and kept you from 
obeying the truth? (8) That kind of persuasion does not come from the one who calls 
you. (9) "A little yeast works through the whole batch of dough." (10) I am confident in 
the Lord that you will take no other view. The one who is throwing you into confusion 
will pay the penalty, whoever he/she may be. (11) Brothers & sisters, if I am still 
preaching circumcision, why am I still being persecuted? In that case the offense of the 
cross has been abolished. (12) As for those agitators, I wish they would go the whole way 
and emasculate themselves! 
 
THE BIG IDEA: The one who “tells the truth” about Christian salvation (beginning to end) is 
the one who makes the most about the subject of REAL works! This is because Christianity 
teaches crystal clear, that salvation, from beginning to end, is by works, and by works alone! 
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That, my friend, is what you call a Tim Wakefield,(or Stephen Wright) spiritual knuckle ball!  
The real question is: Who’s works? 
 
God freely displays The Freedom of Rescue, from beginning to end, by the works, the merits, 
the obedience, the submission, the yielding, the ongoing life-long faithfulness of Jesus Christ, 
alone!  
 
The main issue in Christianity in general and Galatians in particular, is not an opposition to a 
works righteousness, but to who the works righteousness is ultimately pinned!  
You, or Jesus? Would the real Righteous One, please stand up! 
 
THE EXPOSITION :  
 

1. Bogus false teaching can easily get your focus onto the wrong person, namely you! 
Galatians 5:7-8 
You were running a good race. Who cut in on you and kept you from obeying the truth? 
(8) That kind of persuasion does not come from the one who calls you. (9) "A little yeast 
works through the whole batch of dough." 
They love navel-gazing! A prideful leaning, ever so slightly, on you. You must do this, perform 
that, keep this, stop that, do more, try harder, get-er-done, just do it!  
The bottom line: these Judiazers ultimately revel in the bootstraps of their own pulling up, rather 
than The Rescue of Freedom, by the One who loved us and gave Himself for us! 
 
Acts 15:5 But some believers who belonged to the party of the Pharisees rose up and 
said, "It is necessary to circumcise them and to order them to keep the law of Moses." 
 
Colossians 2:6 Therefore, as you received Christ Jesus the Lord, so walk in him, 
 

2. Paul’s call again; do not to give in to them even for a moment! (2:5) 
 

Galatians 5:10 I am confident in the Lord that you will take no other view. The one who 
is throwing you into confusion will pay the penalty, whoever he may be. 
God persuades you & I to make no boast in self, anywhere in the Christian experience! 
 

3. Paul is vehement towards his opposers. Why?  
 
Galatians 5:11-12 Brothers, if I am still preaching circumcision, why am I still being 
persecuted? In that case the offense of the cross has been abolished. (12) As for those 
agitators, I wish they would go the whole way and emasculate themselves! 
…let them go to hell! You foolish Galatians… We did not give in to them even for a 
moment…lop it off! and the like. 
 
Galatians is chock-full of such serious tone along with such sharp sarcasm throughout this letter. 
No warm & fuzzies in the tone. Why so straight lipped, Paul? 
Could this matter be hitting Paul in the soul of his being? Could this false teaching, a focus at 
any point in the Christian life AWAY from deep-desperate-depandence on Jesus, our Treasure  
be touching him in such a personal and visceral (gut) manner?  
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In other words, could the matter at hand be interpreted by Paul as the Judiazers, those agitators, 
those false teachers… seeking to conform the Galatian Christians into the image of pride-filled 
Saul of Tarsus?  
Wouldn’t you react this way! Do you react this way? Should you react this way?    
Has free grace resued you from serious bondage…into joyful FREEDOM? 
 
This false teaching creates this kind of prayer, not at the surface, but in the heart of many people: 
 
“Lord, please restore to us the comfort of merit and demerit. Show us that there is at 
least something we can do. Tell us that at the end of the day there will at least be one 
redeeming card of our very own. Lord, if it is not too much to ask, send us to bed with 
a few shreds of self-respect upon which we can congratulate ourselves. But whatever 
you do, do not preach grace. Give us something to do, anything; but spare us the 
indignity of this indiscriminate acceptance.”  
 
― Robert Farrar Capon, Between Noon & Three: Romance, Law & the Outrage of 
Grace 
 
The Apostle Paul, a sinner saved by free grace, will have NONE of this, because… 
GOD WILL HAVE NONE OF THIS! 
1 Corinthians 11:1 Be imitators of me, as I am of Christ. 
 
Follow the free grace of Christ, not the failed, dead, Saul of Tarsus! 
No wonder we find a certain sober and sarcastic tone here throughout Galatians. 
The matter is of utmost, serious and joyful importance! 
 
We have been rescued for FREEDOM! 
We ARE BEING rescued for freedom! 
We WILL BE rescued for freedom! 
 
“The Bible is one long story of God meeting our rebellion with His rescue, our sin with His 
salvation, our guilt with His grace, our badness with His goodness. The overwhelming focus of 
the Bible is not the work of the redeemed but the work of the Redeemer. Which means that the 
Bible is not first a recipe for Christian living but a revelation book of Jesus who is the answer to 
our un-Christian living.”  -Tullian Tchividjian  
 
God calls our focus on Jesus throughout the Christian life: 
 
1 Corinthians 15:1-5 Now I would remind you, brothers, of the gospel I preached to you, 
which you received, in which you stand, (2) and by which you are being saved, if you 
hold fast to the word I preached to you--unless you believed in vain. (3) For I delivered 
to you as of first importance what I also received: that Christ died for our sins in 
accordance with the Scriptures, (4) that he was buried, that he was raised on the third 
day in accordance with the Scriptures, (5) and that he appeared to... 
 
Jesus IS our righteousness, sanctification & redemption. Period! 
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“The church is not a gathering of the awesome. It's the gathering of the redeemed. The forgiven, 
league of the guilty who have been saved by grace. God’s grace is made perfect in the 
acknowledgement of our sin and weakness, not in the confession of self-proclaimed 
competence.” - Paul Dunk  
 
“Show me one who has been unshackled by Christ’s key of forgiveness, and I’ll show you the 
freest person in the world.”  - Chad L. Bird 
 
  
CONCLUSION 
 
The Romance of the Word: One Man's Love Affair with Theology Robert Capon. 
 
The Epistle to the Romans (Galatians)  
 
has sat around in the church since the first century like a bomb ticking away the death of 
religion; and every time it's been picked up, the ear-splitting freedom in it has gone off with a 
roar. 
The only sad thing is that the church as an institution has spent most of its time playing bomb 
squad and trying to defuse it. For your comfort, though, it can't be done. Your freedom remains 
as close to your life as Jesus and as available to your understanding as the nearest copy.  
Like Augustine, therefore, tolle lege, take and read: tolle the one, lege the other - and then hold 
onto your hat. Compared to that explosion, the clap of doom sounds like a cap pistol. 
 
 
My brother & sisters at Cornerstone, enjoy your freedom! 
 
 
Amen! 
 
 
 
 
 
 


